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AUSTIN - Thé Texas Pub-
ic Ytility Commission voted
Thursday to double the cap
m wholesale electricity prices
wer the next ::.ma years. . ,

,E_m néBB_mm_oF said'raising
Enmm is :mnmmms to mnncE..

holesale m_mnﬁﬁn:

{ prevent power outages in are

age plant construction mﬂ&

served by the Electric Reli-
ugrg Council of Texas. The ,
maximum wholesale rate will

‘rise from $4,500 a megawatt
roE. now t0'$5,000 in Jane .

2013, $7,000 in June 2014 and
$9,000 inJune 2015. )
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s yearand prices
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lectric bills: m&.
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e’ gnm increases: -

= oﬂ_u_m over next m %m

\ ? PUC Chairwoman Donna
Zm_moa mma the market needs

EEEEB nmmww%mé Hn%&@
. wo prevent o:%%ﬁm%w&m

did not rmﬁm Ew mcbvcﬁ of
full three-member board.
State officials havéw
that higher prices: e
to encourage ncEm.E:mm 8
build mere power plants as¥ m
Texas population grows.
dustry experts say compai
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PUC plan welcomed
‘The Texas Coalition
or Affordable Power,
 group of cities that
urchase power on the
eregulated market, wel-
omed the PUC dec:sxon,
g the price hike
urtconsumers less
a:move to a capacity -

"

I eeonomy and the welfare ‘

and to avoid inCreasing )
costs even tnore throug

| the creation of a ¢ompli-
cated capacity market,”
said Randy Motivee, the
group’s executive direc-
tor. “It's important that
policymakers consider
system reliability and
costs because both-di- |
rectly impact the Texas .
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at operate the'state’s
owerplants ate losing
oniey because pm’cés‘*are
y0 low for most of the -

ear and they only make

' emergency.
“ERCOT tries to

- maintain a 13.75 percent '

reserve, but with'more

; Qemand andlessgen-’

: sides to keep spare | 1
“capatity-available in case
' of @

price to $9,0 will only
guarantee an 8 ercent
reserve capacity, ‘
ing the nsk of

to guarantee a highe
serve, hésaid, 1t’wiﬁ need
to make more dr
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